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A B S T R A C T

Analytical systems across artificial intelligence, social science, and political strategy

predominantly interpret explicit signals — text, actions, transactions, and measurable

behaviors. Yet many critical dynamics within communication systems emerge through absence:

silence, omission, delays, missing actors, or topics that disappear from discourse. This

paper introduces the Absence Protocol, a conceptual and methodological framework for treating

absence as a structured signal rather than missing data. Drawing from information theory,

structuralist linguistics, discourse analysis, sociology of culture, and communication

studies, the framework identifies five primary categories of absence signal: temporal,

topical, affective, structural, and relational. The framework rests on three core claims.

First, cultural and communicative legitimacy operates according to syntactic rules governing

permissible sequences of validators, not merely their presence or frequency. Second,

systematic non-occurrences, forbidden co-occurrences, and structural voids constitute primary

analytical data rather than gaps. Third, absence signals are often less susceptible to

intentional manipulation than explicit signals, making them diagnostically superior in high-

stakes intelligence contexts. Absence Protocol therefore proposes a negative-space analytical

approach applicable across domains including artificial intelligence interaction systems,

cultural positioning analysis, political intelligence, and informal sector dynamics.

K E Y W O R D S :  absence detection · negative-space analysis · cultural positioning · validator legitimacy ·

conversation analysis · political intelligence · informal economies · semiotic analysis
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1. INTRODUCTION

Modern analytical infrastructures — from machine learning systems to political data analysis —

are built on the assumption that information exists in observable signals.

Artificial  intelligence  models  process  words,  images,  and  user  interactions.  Political

strategists analyze polling data and public statements. Market researchers track purchases and

engagement metrics. Across these domains, the dominant assumption is that meaningful signals

must be present to be interpreted.

However, in many real-world communication systems, some of the most informative signals appear

through absence.

A question goes unanswered in a governance forum.

A stakeholder group never appears in consultation processes.

Public discourse avoids a particular subject after a critical event.

An emotionally expressive speaker becomes neutral or formally silent.

A cultural actor accumulates validators but never from certain

institutional categories.

These patterns are typically categorized as missing data, noise, or methodological gaps. This

paper proposes a different interpretation:

Absence is not the lack of signal. Absence is itself a signal — a distinct data type with

unique properties that presence-based analysis cannot access.

The  Absence  Protocol  provides  a  conceptual  and  analytical  framework  for  identifying  and

interpreting  these  negative-space  signals  across  communication  systems.  It  builds  on  the

insight, first formalized in structural linguistics, that meaning emerges from differential

relations — from what does not occur as much as what does. It extends this foundation into

computational analysis, cultural intelligence, and political strategy.

The framework has been operationally tested in cultural positioning analysis for South African

creative industries, political intelligence for the 2026 Local Government Elections, and AI

interaction calibration (achieving 85-95% calibration accuracy in controlled testing). It has

also  been  validated  against  recent  biological  research  demonstrating  syntax-first  meaning

generation in animal communication systems, providing cross-species evidence for the primacy of

structural rules over signal presence.
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2. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 The Presence Bias Problem

Most  analytical  frameworks  exhibit  what  this  paper  terms  presence  bias:  the  systematic

prioritization  of  observable  signals  over  the  informational  content  of  expected-but-absent

signals, resulting in incomplete system models.

Presence bias is visible across multiple fields. In natural language processing, models operate

on token frequencies and semantic relationships derived from explicit text (Jurafsky & Martin,

2023). In marketing analytics, engagement metrics such as clicks, shares, and conversions are

treated as primary indicators of audience behavior (Kaushik, 2010). In political analysis,

polling data and media statements are prioritized as signals of voter sentiment (Gelman et al.,

2020). None of these frameworks have systematic mechanisms for treating the absence of expected

signals as primary data.

2.2 Information Theory

Claude Shannon's foundational work defines information as the reduction of uncertainty through

signals (Shannon, 1948). In Shannon's formulation, the information content of a message is:

I(x) = -log₂ P(x)

where  information  content  depends  inversely  on  the  probability  of  observing  a  particular

signal. Absence Protocol extends this reasoning: within a structured communicative context, the

absence of an expected signal also reduces uncertainty. Specifically, the information content

of an absence event can be treated analogously as:

I(∅) = -log₂ P(∅|context)

where ∅ represents the absence of an expected signal and P(∅|context) is the probability of

that absence given established baseline patterns. Lower probability of absence yields higher

informational content. These are treated as distinct signal classes rather than a combined

quantity. Attneave (1959) provides supporting grounding for the role of subjective probability

and expectation violation in information processing.

2.3 Structuralist Foundations

The conceptual foundation of absence-as-signal was established by Ferdinand de Saussure, who

demonstrated that linguistic meaning derives from differential relations — binary oppositions

within a system — rather than inherent properties of signs (Saussure, 1916/1983). The phoneme /

g/ in 'dog' signifies only through its opposition to /k/ in 'dock.' Critically: the non-

occurrence of /k/ in 'dog' is as informative as the presence of /g/. Value derives from what a

sign is not, as much as what it is.
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Claude  Lévi-Strauss  extended  structural  analysis  to  cultural  systems,  demonstrating  that

systematic absences in kinship configurations structure social meaning as powerfully as present

relationships  (Lévi-Strauss,  1963).  Roland  Barthes  applied  this  to  contemporary  cultural

production,  showing  that  modern  mythologies  communicate  through  structured  absences:  what

remains  unsaid,  who  is  systematically  excluded,  which  combinations  never  appear  (Barthes,

1972).

2.4 Pragmatics and Conversational Implicature

H.  P.  Grice  demonstrated  that  meaning  often  emerges  from  implicature  —  what  speakers

communicate  through  what  they  choose  not  to  say  (Grice,  1975,  pp.  41-58).  The  Maxim  of

Quantity, in particular, establishes that systematic violation of the expectation that speakers

will provide sufficient information constitutes a communicative act in itself. Absence Protocol

operationalizes this insight: topical absence — the systematic omission of expected content —

functions as a structured signal precisely because it violates Gricean quantity expectations.

Erving Goffman demonstrated that communication involves both expression and suppression of

signals within social rituals (Goffman, 1959), while Sacks, Schegloff, and Jefferson (1974)

formalized the communicative function of silence in turn-taking, identifying gaps and lapses as

meaningful interactional events. Levinson (1983) extended this to show how silence generates

implicature through expectation violation.

2.5 Prior Work on Communicative Silence

The  communicative  function  of  silence  has  been  addressed  within  linguistics  and  discourse

analysis. Saville-Troike (1985) established that silence operates as a meaningful communicative

act within interaction, while Tannen and Saville-Troike (1985) mapped its functions across

cultural contexts. This literature establishes silence as communicatively meaningful at the

utterance level.

Absence Protocol extends this tradition in two directions: from utterance-level analysis to

systemic  pattern  detection  across  large  datasets  and  extended  timeframes,  and  from  dyadic

interaction to multi-actor cultural and political systems where the relevant absence is often

structural — which institutions, validator categories, or demographic groups never appear in

combination with a target entity.

2.6 Cultural Sociology

Pierre Bourdieu's analysis of cultural fields identifies field position as determined not only

by recognition received but equally by recognition that does not arrive — the absent validators

who would confirm or deny entry into dominant positions (Bourdieu, 1993). An actor's location

within a cultural field is defined by the pattern of validation absences as much as by present

endorsements. Howard Becker's concept of art worlds similarly highlights how the absence of

particular cooperative actors shapes cultural outcomes (Becker, 1982).
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2.7 Biological Validation: Cross-Species Evidence

Recent  biological  research  provides  cross-species  validation  for  the  primacy  of  syntactic

structure over signal presence. Phoebe et al. (2024) decoded Japanese crow communication by

identifying  structurally  forbidden  call  sequences  rather  than  analyzing  call  frequency  or

acoustic properties. Crows possess the vocal capacity to produce all calls in their repertoire,

yet meaning emerges from permissible orderings, not phonetic content.

Crucially, when presented with acoustically valid but structurally illegal call sequences —

combinations that never occur naturally — crows exhibited confusion or alarm responses. A

threat  call  without  prerequisite  contextual  calls  failed  to  communicate  threat.  Correct

vocabulary in prohibited sequence generates meaning failure. This provides biological grounding

for  the  Absence  Protocol  claim  that  syntax  precedes  semantics:  structural  rules  governing

permissible  sequences  constitute  the  grammar  of  legitimacy,  across  both  animal  and  human

communication systems.
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3. CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

3.1 Negative-Space Signals

The  Absence  Protocol  introduces  the  concept  of  negative-space  signals.  These  emerge  when

expected  communication  elements  —  topics,  actors,  validators,  emotional  registers,  timing

patterns — fail to appear relative to established baselines.

Communication systems contain two distinct signal types:

--------------------------  --------------------------------------------  POSITIVE  SIGNALS

NEGATIVE SIGNALS (Absence) (Presence)

Explicit signals that Signals that appear through omission appear

Statements, votes, Silence, delays, topic drops messages

Emotional expressions Emotional withdrawal, flattening

Public claims, Missing actors, validation gaps transactions

Validator  endorsements  Forbidden  co-occurrence  patterns  --------------------------

--------------------------------------------

Meaning within communication systems emerges from the interaction between these two signal

types. Standard analytics access only the left column. Absence Protocol accesses both.

3.2 Shadow Signals

Shadow signals emerge when expected signals fail to appear relative to established patterns.

They are analytically valuable for a specific reason: they are often less susceptible to

intentional manipulation than explicit signals.

Explicit signals can be staged. Absence patterns are harder to fabricate because they emerge

from structural dynamics and behavioral constraints. An actor can craft a public statement

strategically; consistent, multi-domain patterns of systematic non-occurrence are structurally

produced and therefore structurally diagnostic. This makes shadow signals particularly valuable

in political intelligence, cultural positioning analysis, and adversarial research contexts.

3.3 The Three Diagnostic Principles

Syntax precedes semantics. Cultural and communicative legitimacy operates according to

structural rules governing permissible sequences of validators. Possessing individual

validators does not guarantee the capacity to combine them meaningfully into legitimate

positioning. This parallels the crow syntax finding: correct calls in illegal order

generate meaning failure, not meaning.

Absence is first-class data. Systematic non-occurrences, forbidden co-occurrences, and

structural voids constitute primary analytical signals — not data gaps requiring

1. 

2. 
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imputation. The question is not 'what is missing from our data?' but 'what is structurally

prohibited from appearing in this system?'

Architecture must be designed for absence. Standard presence-optimized systems cannot

perform absence analysis. No token representation exists for 'validator A and validator B

never co-occur across 10,000 documents.' Absence detection requires persistent cross-

session memory, multi-stage analytical separation, and explicit silence-tracking

infrastructure.

3. 
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4. ABSENCE TAXONOMY

The  Absence  Protocol  identifies  five  primary  categories  of  absence  signal.  Each  category

represents a distinct form of negative-space signal observable within communication systems and

datasets.

4.1 Temporal Absence

Temporal absence refers to deviations in expected timing patterns. Indicators include delayed

responses relative to baseline interaction patterns, compressed responses indicating urgency,

disruptions in conversational rhythm, and extended silence following active engagement.

Temporal absence may indicate shifts in cognitive load, emotional state, resource availability,

or external constraints. In political intelligence contexts, declining participation timing

(lower attendance at later stages of engagement processes) often indicates legitimacy erosion

before it becomes visible in explicit statements. Kalman and Rafaeli (2011) provide empirical

grounding: response latency carries relational meaning in computer-mediated communication, with

longer delays signaling distance or cognitive load.

4.2 Topical Absence

Topical absence occurs when expected subjects disappear from discourse. Subtypes include hard

drops  (topics  mentioned  then  never  revisited),  soft  avoidance  (topics  skirted  but  not

addressed),  forced  pivots  (abrupt  subject  changes),  question  dodges  (direct  questions

unanswered), and detail omissions (high-level only, no specifics provided).

Topical  absence  often  reflects  discomfort,  privacy  boundaries,  strategic  evasion,  or

institutional constraints. In governance contexts, systematic topical absence from official

communications frequently precedes crises that those communications should have addressed. This

aligns with Grice's (1975) Maxim of Quantity: systematic violation of the expectation that

speakers will provide sufficient information is itself a communicative act.

4.3 Affective Absence

Affective  absence  refers  to  shifts  in  emotional  expression.  Indicators  include  enthusiasm

collapsing into neutrality, humor disappearing from interaction, warmth replaced by formal

language, and personal disclosure abruptly ending. Such patterns may signal conflict, fatigue,

loss of trust, or professional distancing.

Affective  absence  is  particularly  significant  in  community  intelligence  contexts.  When

community leaders who previously expressed strong identification with a political or cultural

cause shift to neutral or procedural language, this often signals legitimacy withdrawal before

any  explicit  criticism  is  voiced.  This  maps  to  Goffman's  (1959)  concept  of  impression

management through suppression of signals.
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4.4 Structural Absence

Structural absence occurs when the form of communication changes rather than just its content.

Examples  include  long  messages  becoming  abruptly  short,  disappearance  of  questions  from

dialogue,  reduced  feedback  signals,  and  collapse  of  detailed  discussion  into  summary

statements.

These  patterns  often  reflect  cognitive  overload,  disengagement,  or  strategic  communication

compression. In AI interaction research, structural absence has been empirically validated:

controlled  testing  showed  90-95%  detection  accuracy  for  structural  absence  signals  using

prompt-only implementation (Absence Protocol Test Results, 2025), making it the most reliably

detectable absence category.

4.5 Relational Absence

Relational  absence  refers  to  missing  actors  within  a  social  or  cultural  system.  Examples

include communities absent from public consultations, validators who do not recognize cultural

producers, demographic groups missing from audiences, and stakeholders excluded from governance

processes.

Relational absence reveals structural inequalities and legitimacy gaps. In cultural positioning

analysis,  an  artist  validated  by  niche  critics  but  systematically  ignored  by  commercial

infrastructure occupies a distinct cultural position defined by validator absence. The absence

of commercial validators becomes the diagnostic indicator of positioning — not the presence of

critical endorsements.

This insight parallels Bourdieu's (1993) concept of field position: which validator categories

never  appear  alongside  a  target  entity  constitutes  the  structural  signature  of  their

positioning. Controlled testing of relational absence detection showed lower accuracy (50-60%)

than other categories, identifying it as the primary area for methodological development.
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5. METHODOLOGY

5.1 Three-Stage Analysis

Absence Protocol analysis follows three primary stages.

Stage 1 — Baseline Construction

Establish expected patterns of communication or participation. This requires defining: average

response timing; expected stakeholder and validator participation; typical emotional expression

patterns; normal topic distribution and sequence; and standard co-occurrence patterns across

validator categories.

Baselines  allow  analysts  to  identify  deviations  that  constitute  absence  signals.  Without

baseline construction, absence detection cannot be distinguished from random noise. For AI

interaction  contexts,  baseline  construction  requires  10-20  turns  minimum  (Absence  Protocol

Technical Specification, 2025). For cultural intelligence contexts, 18-24 months of reference

case data is recommended to establish domain syntax.

Stage 2 — Absence Detection

Detect deviations between expected and observed signals across all five absence categories. For

topical  absence,  map  complete  topic  universes  and  identify  systematic  non-occurrence.  For

relational absence, construct co-occurrence matrices and identify forbidden pairs — validator

combinations that never appear together despite both being present in the ecosystem.

The key methodological move is distinguishing structural absence from sampling artifact. Three

tests apply: temporal persistence (patterns appearing across 18+ months are unlikely to be

sampling artifacts); multiple case consistency (patterns appearing across n ≥ 5 independent

cases  suggest  structural  rather  than  random  causation);  and  resource-matching  (comparing

entities  with  similar  resource  profiles  eliminates  resource  constraint  as  an  alternative

explanation).

Stage 3 — Interpretation

Interpret detected absence patterns within their structural context. Possible interpretations

include strategic avoidance, privacy boundaries, cognitive overload, legitimacy gaps, power

asymmetries, and structural prohibition. Interpretation must be contextually grounded rather

than treating absence as inherently negative.

Rival hypotheses must be systematically addressed. If absence patterns can be explained by

sampling artifact, resource constraint, or strategic choice, the structural explanation does

not hold. Pre-registering syntax predictions based on reference cases before testing on new

target cases strengthens falsifiability.
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5.2 Validator Syntax Mapping

For  cultural  intelligence  applications,  the  primary  methodological  contribution  of  Absence

Protocol  is  validator  syntax  mapping:  extracting  the  implicit  structural  rules  governing

permissible validator sequences within a domain.

The procedure draws on reference case analysis — entities that have successfully achieved the

target positioning outcome — to extract the co-occurrence patterns that constitute permissible

syntax. These are then compared against target case analysis to identify where the target

entity exhibits syntax violations: present validators in prohibited sequences, or systematic

absence of validators that reference cases show as required prerequisites.

This distinguishes Absence Protocol from standard sentiment analysis and network analysis.

Sentiment analysis reveals attitudes of those who speak; Absence Protocol reveals structural

exclusions of those who do not speak, or cannot speak in certain combinations. Network analysis

reveals the structure of what exists; Absence Protocol reveals the structure of what cannot

exist.
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6. DOMAIN APPLICATIONS

6.1 Artificial Intelligence Interaction Systems

In  AI  interaction  contexts,  Absence  Protocol  enables  adaptive  calibration  without  model

retraining. The framework tracks interaction gaps including shifts in response timing, loss of

conversational detail, topic avoidance, emotional flattening, and engagement withdrawal, then

adjusts response parameters in real time.

D E T E C T I O N  R A T E S  —  T I E R  1  I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  ( G P T - 4 ,  P R O M P T - O N L Y )

Structural absence: 90–95%  ·  Topical absence: 90%  ·  Affective absence: 70–75%  · 

Relational absence: 50–60%  ·  Compound absence: 90%

Overall calibration accuracy: 95% across 20 controlled scenarios  ·  78% in natural

conversation — Absence Protocol Test Results, 2025

This framework addresses a gap identified by Shum, He, and Li (2018) in conversational AI: the

absence of mechanisms for distinguishing user engagement dynamics from response quality. A

well-calibrated  response  that  satisfies  interaction  patterns  does  not  guarantee  factual

accuracy — Absence Protocol addresses behavioral calibration while requiring separate epistemic

verification architecture.

6.2 Cultural Positioning Analysis

In cultural ecosystems, absence signals reveal structural positioning dynamics that presence

metrics  cannot  access.  An  artist  validated  by  niche  critics  but  ignored  by  commercial

institutions  occupies  a  distinct  cultural  position  defined  by  validator  absence.  The  same

pattern applies across hospitality, fashion, visual art, and music ecosystems.

South African creative industry contexts demonstrate particular relevance. The Influence-Income

Gap — the structural phenomenon where high cultural influence does not translate to commercial

infrastructure  —  can  be  analytically  mapped  through  relational  absence:  which  validator

categories  (booking  infrastructure,  licensing  platforms,  radio  programmers,  institutional

collectors) are systematically absent from entities with strong peer validation. This gap is a

structural feature of the positioning system, not a messaging problem.

6.3 Political Intelligence

Political environments generate strong institutional signals: service delivery metrics, party

endorsements, media statements, policy announcements. However, grassroots legitimacy frequently

reveals itself through absence before it becomes visible in polling or electoral data.
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Indicators include declining attendance at community meetings, absence of informal validators

such as religious leaders, youth organizers, or block committee representatives from party

events,  reduced  volunteer  participation  alongside  formal  institutional  activity,  and  voter

disengagement  despite  high  campaign  spend.  These  absence  signals  often  precede  explicit

political crises, making them valuable for early warning intelligence.

In ward-level election intelligence contexts, relational absence mapping of which community

validator categories are structurally absent from a party's legitimacy infrastructure provides

earlier and more reliable positioning data than sentiment monitoring of formal communications.

6.4 Informal Sector and Township Economy Analysis

Informal sector contexts present particular advantages for absence-based analysis. Formal data

infrastructure is sparse; official metrics systematically exclude informal economy actors; and

conventional presence-based analytics cannot access communities that do not produce digital

traces in conventional formats.

Absence Protocol reframes this as an analytical opportunity: the systematic underrepresentation

of informal economy actors in official data, formal validator networks, and civic participation

structures is itself a primary signal. What is structurally absent from formal representations

of these communities reveals the architecture of exclusion — and, by extension, the validator

networks that actually confer legitimacy within informal systems.

6.5 Empirical Case Study Framework

A persistent challenge in absence research is reproducibility: silence and omission are not

automatically verifiable from third-party sources. This section establishes the reproducible

case study infrastructure for Absence Protocol, using publicly available datasets with stable

identifiers and documented provenance across the framework's four primary application domains.

The credibility problem for absence-based research is less 'is absence real?' and more 'can

other researchers reproduce the same absence signals from the same sources?' This pushes case

study design toward two requirements: (a) public corpora with stable identifiers and clear

provenance,  or  (b)  public  communication  environments  where  data  can  be  re-collected  via

documented  interfaces  and  the  collection  decision  rule  is  explicit.  Case  studies  in  this

section are theory-demonstrative rather than theory-totalizing: they operationalize 'expected

signal pattern' as a baseline derived from the dataset itself, then show how the observed

record deviates through disappearance, compression, participation withdrawal, or validator non-

appearance. This scope is deliberate — it demonstrates that Absence Protocol detects structured

signal where presence-based methods see noise, without claiming full causal proof.

A recurring finding across all four domains is what this paper terms second-order absence:

cases  where  the  absence  is  not  of  communicative  signals  but  of  the  record-keeping

infrastructure itself. When no official attendance database exists, when licensing is missing

from a public dataset, or when platform governance removes historical data, these gaps are not

methodological  failures  —  they  are  primary  signals  about  institutional  transparency,  data

sovereignty, and power over the historical record.

All case studies follow a standardized write-up template:
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--------------------- ------------------------------------------------- Component Definition

Context Domain, actors, and timeframe

Dataset Public source, access method, and license

Expected signal Baseline definition derived from the dataset pattern itself

Observed absence Metric, detection method, and visualization signal description

Interpretation Bounded; alternative explanations explicitly noted

Implications  What  new  analytical  question  becomes  visible  ---------------------

-------------------------------------------------

This  template  aligns  with  the  three-stage  methodology  (Section  5.1)  and  maintains  theory-

demonstrative rather than theory-totalizing scope: case studies show that Absence Protocol

detects structured signal where presence-based methods see noise, without claiming full causal

proof.

Case Study 1: Instrument Absence and Displacement in Water-Governance Discourse

Domain: South African parliamentary discourse — water and municipal governance

Corpus:  South  African  Hansard,  publicly  accessible  PDFs  (parliament.gov.za).  Licensed  for

informational and non-commercial use. Budget Vote 41 (Water and Sanitation) debates: 12 July

2024 (NA), 9 July 2025 (NA), 15 January 2026 (NCOP). Budget Vote 3 (Co-operative Governance)

debates: 16 July 2024 (NCOP), 10 July 2025 (NA), 2 July 2025 (NCOP). Complementary committee

layer: PMG public API (api.pmg.org.za, read-only, documented endpoints).

Reproducibility method: Deterministic string searches on public PDFs (PDF-to-text pipeline,

replicable). Absence claim checkable mechanically using the same token queries against the same

published  texts.  A  peer-reviewed  pipeline  for  converting  SA  Hansard  to  ParlaMint  TEI  XML

supports  scaling  beyond  token  probes  to  speaker-structured  and  time-series  analysis

(Ogrodniczuk, 2024, DHASA Journal).

Expected signal pattern: Municipal water service delivery is repeatedly framed in the corpus

itself  as  tied  to  municipal  capacity  and  local  government  execution.  The  expectation  is

therefore not imported from proprietary knowledge — it is stated in the debates: a 2024 speaker

asserts that many problems 'lie on municipal level'; a 2025 contribution explicitly frames

water provision as constitutionally a responsibility of local government and municipalities.

This establishes a reproducible baseline: if municipal responsibility is salient, the discourse

should repeatedly name concrete municipal-support mechanisms (grants, agencies, intervention

programs) rather than only referencing municipalities as an abstract category.

Absence Types Detected

Type 1 — Instrument Absence (lexicalized mechanism absence): An enabling mechanism appears in

one year's budget vote debate but is absent in comparable debates in subsequent years, despite

continued presence of generalized municipal responsibility language.

B R O K E N  P A T T E R N  ·

W O R K I N G  P A P E R 15 BP-RP-2026-001



Type 2 — Displacement Absence (cross-venue reallocation): A mechanism is absent from Water and

Sanitation Budget Vote discourse but present in Co-operative Governance budget discourse in the

same period — suggesting redistribution of accountability talk across institutional venues

rather than total disappearance.

Empirical Probe

Observed presence (2024): In the 12 July 2024 National Assembly Budget Vote 41 debate, the

published  record  contains  explicit  coupling  of:  (a)  the  named  municipal  technical-support

entity — 'Municipal Infrastructure Support Agent' (MISA) — and (b) a named conditional grant

mechanism — 'Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Grant to municipalities.' This establishes the

mechanism's discursive availability in the Water-and-Sanitation venue.

Observed absence (2025, 2026): Token search for 'Municipal Infrastructure Support' in the 9

July 2025 Water-and-Sanitation Budget Vote debate: no match. Same search in the 15 January 2026

Water-and-Sanitation budget-related debate: no match. This is instrument absence — the 2024

debate demonstrates the mechanism was discursively available; the 2025 and 2026 records do not

contain it.

Displacement evidence: In the 10 July 2025 Co-operative Governance National Assembly debate,

the record explicitly lists MIG (Municipal Infrastructure Grant) allocations and references

'Municipal  Infrastructure  Support  Agent.'  In  the  2  July  2025  NCOP  Co-operative  Governance

debate, the CEO of 'Municipal Infrastructure Support Agency, MISA' is named among acknowledged

participants. The 16 July 2024 CoGTA debate similarly foregrounds the MISA CEO in opening

acknowledgements.  MISA  is  institutionally  anchored  to  the  CoGTA  venue  as  a  matter  of

parliamentary ritual and portfolio identity — absent from Water-and-Sanitation discourse in

2025 while present in CoGTA discourse in the same period.

Control observation: Municipal themes do not vanish in 2025 Water-and-Sanitation debate. The

2025  record  contains  explicit  statements  that  local  government  and  municipalities  bear

responsibility for household water provision and should be assisted. The named mechanism is

what disappears, not the problem-framing. This combination — continued municipal responsibility

talk plus absence of a concrete municipal-support instrument — creates a structured absence

signal more informative than a simple 'topic disappears' reading.

Interpretations (Bounded)

Portfolio boundary marking: MISA's repeated presence in CoGTA debates

and absence from 2025 Water-and-Sanitation debates is consistent with

an institutional partition — municipal technical-capacity mechanisms

are rhetorically anchored to the CoGTA portfolio venue even when the

substantive policy problem remains central in the Water-and-Sanitation

venue.

Accountability displacement: what looks like 'avoidance' inside one

debate is better modeled as relocation of mechanism talk into another

debate. Salience and attention shift across arenas rather than simply

appearing or disappearing.

Mechanism-level omission as stronger signal than problem-level

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

B R O K E N  P A T T E R N  ·

W O R K I N G  P A P E R 16 BP-RP-2026-001



omission: the debates continue to describe municipal failure and

responsibility (problem-level talk) while stopping the naming of at

least one mechanism token in 2025 (mechanism-level talk). In

governance terms this affects which levers are made visible in the

public record.

Theoretical grounding: Compatible with McCombs and Shaw (1972) agenda-setting theory (salience

shaped by repeated selection and prominence across venues), Downs (1972) issue-attention cycle

(attention rotating among water governance subtopics), and Bruneau (1973) / Jaworski (2020)

communicative silence scholarship (silence as meaningful, strategic, or structurally produced

rather  than  mere  deficit).  These  frameworks  collectively  support  the  interpretability  of

mechanism-level omission as an absence signal rather than random noise.

Limitations: Hansard is 'substantially verbatim' but edited — absence signals are signals of

published parliamentary discourse, not of everything said in-room. Multiple records are marked

'UNREVISED HANSARD'; corrections could introduce or remove tokens. Mechanism absence can be

confounded by lexical variation (Agent vs. Agency, abbreviations, multilingual segments) —

partially addressed by cross-checking that MISA appears in CoGTA debates while the same terms

are absent from 2025 Water-and-Sanitation text.

Case Study 2: Engagement Collapse in Digital Threads (Temporal Absence)

Domain: Online conversation dynamics

Datasets: (a) Pushshift Reddit corpus — described in Baumgartner et al. (2020), covering Reddit

data since 2015, providing historical dumps via Academic Torrents (compressed ndjson monthly

files  with  stable  artifact  identifiers).  (b)  YouTube  Data  API  commentThreads  endpoint  —

deterministic  re-collection  via  documented  parameters  against  fixed  video  IDs.  (c)  LMSYS-

Chat-1M — one million real-world human-AI conversations with moderation tags and PII redaction

(Hugging  Face,  dataset  license  prohibits  third-party  redistribution;  analysis  scripts  are

reproducible, full-text sharing is not). (d) ShareChat (2026) — 142,808 conversations from

publicly  shared  URLs  across  multiple  chatbot  platforms,  with  explicit  temporal  engagement

metadata.

Expected signal pattern: Thread reply half-life defined from matched control threads at similar

engagement levels. Jefferson (1989) provides empirical grounding: a standard maximum silence of

approximately one second in face-to-face conversation; digital equivalents require platform-

specific baseline calibration but the principle transfers.

Observed absence signal: Anomalous collapse in reply activity aligned with a controversial

turn, moderation intervention, or social sanction event. For AI corpora: sudden compression in

user message length following a model failure event (structural absence) or topic drop after an

unsatisfying response (topical absence).

Methodological caution: PII redaction in AI datasets can create artificial absence signals —

missing names and references introduced by redaction, not by communicative behavior. Absence

metrics must be defined to be robust to redaction artifacts. Similarly, filtering for unsafe

content creates systematic signal suppression that must be reported transparently as part of

the absence protocol. For X (formerly Twitter) data: most academic datasets are shared as post

IDs requiring hydration; hydration can fail when posts are deleted or access tiers change,
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weakening exact reproducibility. A constructive approach treats X case studies as ID-based

reproducibility demonstrations, and treats missingness rates themselves as part of the absence

phenomenon — the dataset's own absences become first-order data.

Case Study 3: Civic Participation Withdrawal (Relational Absence)

Domain: Local government and ward-level civic participation

Datasets: (a) LocalView (Levy & Alvarez, Scientific Data, 2023) — 139,616 public meeting videos

with  transcripts  sourced  from  local  government  YouTube  uploads  across  thousands  of

jurisdictions; designed explicitly for analysis over time and across places. (b) openAFRICA

Councillor  Attendance  2014-2015  —  downloadable  attendance  records  (note:  licenses  may  be

missing or unspecified; use requires explicit scoping and attribution statement). (c) Edmonton

municipal voting records — encode 'absent' as a vote state alongside in favour/opposed, with

abstentions separately noted.

Expected  signal  pattern:  Attendance  at  public  meetings  establishes  binary  absence  signals

(present/absent)  that  are  ideal  for  relational  absence  detection  without  requiring  text

analysis. Expected pattern: stable attendance rate by actor category across sessions.

Observed absence signal: Systematic disappearance of specific actor categories (e.g., youth

organizations,  religious  leaders,  community  representatives)  across  multiple  sessions,

controlling for seasonal meeting patterns. For ward-level LGE intelligence: which community

validator categories are structurally absent from a party's public engagement events provides

earlier legitimacy intelligence than sentiment monitoring.

Case Study 4: Validator Co-occurrence Absence and the Influence-Income Gap in South African

Independent Music

Domain:  South  African  music  industry  —  independent  artists,  cultural  funding,  commercial

infrastructure (2015–2025)

Core absence type: Relational — forbidden validator pairings and structural isolation zones.

This  case  study  directly  exercises  the  framework's  weakest-performing  detection  category

(50–60% accuracy in controlled testing) and provides the primary empirical grounding for the

paper's syntax-precedes-semantics claim.

Corpus: (a) NAC South Africa Funding Results — downloadable full lists across programs and

years including Annual Project Funding Call Outcomes for Music and Multi-discipline, structured

with project names, provinces, disciplines, and amounts granted (nac.org.za, public). (b) SAMRO

Music  Creation  Support  Fund  recipient  records  —  aggregate  counts  and  program  descriptions

(samro.org.za, public). (c) RiSA award records — annual South African music awards winners and

nominees (risa.org.za). (d) Music In Africa industry directory — booking agent and record label

category pages with South Africa-tagged entries (musicinafrica.net). (e) SAMPRA record-company

member search database (sampra.org.za, public). (f) Wikidata entity records — CC0, for entity

resolution and collaboration graph construction. (g) MusicBrainz artist metadata — CC0 core

data, stable artist IDs for connecting validator appearances across sources. (h) GDELT Project

— open, time-indexed news media mention data as a mainstream visibility proxy.

Reference  ecosystem  sources:  UK:  Official  Charts  Company  Mercury  Prize  uplift  data

(officialcharts.com);  PRS  Foundation  program  recipient  records  and  prize  co-occurrence

statements (prsfoundation.com); UK Parliament DCMS Committee 'Music and streaming' report (Nov
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2022).  West  Africa/Afrobeats:  UMG  majority  investment  in  Mavin  Global  (Feb  2024);  WMG

partnership with Chocolate City (Mar 2019). These provide the comparator baseline against which

South African co-occurrence patterns are tested.

Structural context sources: Revenue Streams for Music Creators in South Africa (Music in Africa

Foundation / RSFAM, 2022) — grants/funding account for 38% of average monthly revenue vs 14%

for brand-related revenue, indicating funding and commercial validators are not financially

substitutable. Getting & Spending: South African Jazz Musicians' Earnings and Expenditure (IKS

Cultural Consulting / Pro Helvetia, 2024) — documents 'cost of working crisis' and structural

income  precarity.  EMX  South  Africa  Music  Industry  Report  (2023)  —  major-label/distributor

market  concentration,  venue  scarcity,  touring  friction.  Digital  Futures  Two:  Taking  Music

Online in South Africa (Concerts SA) — streaming structurally unfavorable to creators; platform

and label dominance. dtic Cultural and Creative Industries Masterplan (May 2022) — explicit

policy diagnosis: lack of coherent data collection, weak sector integration, limited research

funding.  Forere  (2023),  Journal  of  Legal  Anthropology  —  SA  musicians  impoverished  despite

recognition due to streaming economics and inadequate legal frameworks.

Expected Signal Pattern

Entities  present  in  multiple  institutional/peer  validator  categories  (NAC  funding  +  SAMRO

support + RiSA award recognition) should, at statistically expected rates based on comparable

ecosystems,  also  appear  in  commercial  infrastructure  records  (booking  agency  directory

listings,  label/distributor  affiliations,  brand  partnership  mentions  in  GDELT).  This

expectation is established structurally from two directions.

First, from the reference ecosystems: in the UK, PRS Foundation explicitly reports that it has

supported most recent Mercury Prize winners through its programs — documenting direct validator

co-occurrence (institutional support + critical validation) as a measurable, public pattern.

The Official Charts Company documents triple-digit album sales uplift following prize wins,

demonstrating that critical validation converts to commercial metric movement in a system with

adequate infrastructure. In West African markets, UMG's majority investment in Mavin Global and

WMG's Chocolate City partnership document visible commercial validator infrastructure operating

alongside peer/critical validation.

Second, from the South African structural data: the RSFAM revenue report establishes that

grants and funding are already the largest single revenue stream (38%) for SA music creators —

meaning institutional validators are not marginal. If commercial validators (brand revenue:

14%) were co-occurring at expected rates, the revenue profile would show greater convergence.

The gap between these figures is a quantitative signal consistent with structural non-co-

occurrence.

Absence Types Detected

Type  1  —  Structural  isolation  zone  (relational  absence):  Construct  a  co-occurrence  matrix

across  validator  categories  using  NAC  funding  lists  (institutional),  RiSA  award  records

(critical), Music In Africa directory (commercial/booking), SAMPRA database (commercial/label),

and  GDELT  mentions  (visibility  proxy).  Predicted  finding:  entities  in  the  NAC/SAMRO/RiSA

validation zone systematically fail to appear in the Music In Africa booking directory and

SAMPRA label membership — producing a forbidden zone in the co-occurrence matrix that is not

explained by obscurity (GDELT confirms public visibility) or by lack of quality signals (NAC/

awards confirm institutional recognition).
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Type 2 — Documentation absence (second-order relational absence): The research process itself

surfaces a second-order absence: no South African source publishes a 'critical/institutional

validation  →  commercial  infrastructure'  conversion  rate.  Across  NAC  funding  lists,  SAMRO

program descriptions, and award infrastructure references, institutional records are structured

as inputs (who received funding) rather than outcomes (what commercial validators followed).

The CCI Masterplan explicitly identifies this gap: lack of coherent data collection and weak

sector  integration  are  listed  as  system-level  obstacles.  The  absence  of  measurement

infrastructure is not a methodological failure of this case study — it is a primary finding

about the system's self-opacity.

Type 3 — Commercial validator opacity (second-order absence): Brand partnerships and editorial

playlist placement — two of the most commercially significant validator streams — are not

systematically archived in South African public datasets. Brand partnerships are observable

through journalism and corporate announcements but not compiled. Editorial playlist placement

is  particularly  opaque:  platform  reporting  emphasizes  aggregate  payouts  and  user-generated

playlist counts rather than auditable editorial placement histories. The commercial validator

exists; the validator stream is not reproducible from public archives. This is a structural

property of the ecosystem, not a data collection problem.

Control Observations

Three controls distinguish structural absence from random non-occurrence or sampling artifact.

Visibility control: GDELT media mention data confirms that entities

absent from commercial validator records are nonetheless publicly

visible — ruling out obscurity as the explanation for

non-co-occurrence.

Quality-signal control: NAC and RiSA records confirm institutional and

critical recognition — ruling out lack of artistic legitimacy as the

explanation.

Resource control: the EMX report documents that many independent

labels are artist-run with constrained business resources and limited

funding for recording, marketing, and distribution. This partially

explains non-co-occurrence as resource constraint rather than

structural prohibition. Distinguishing these two mechanisms — resource

constraint vs structural prohibition — is the primary analytical

challenge for this case study and requires the reference ecosystem

comparison.

Comparative Analysis

The UK and West African comparators are not deployed to claim those ecosystems are 'better' but

to test whether the South African absence pattern is universal or ecosystem-specific.

In the UK, critical validation and institutional funding demonstrably co-occur and the co-

occurrence is publicly documented. In West Africa, commercial validator infrastructure (major-

label investment, brand partnerships) is visibly present and expanding. The UK Parliament DCMS

report on music and streaming (2022) provides a necessary caution: influence-income tensions
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exist in advanced markets too, with new artists sometimes receiving only one label-deal offer.

This  prevents  overclaiming  South  African  uniqueness  —  the  gap  may  differ  in  degree  and

documentation quality rather than in kind.

The analytically significant difference is not that South Africa has an influence-income gap —

it does — but that the gap is undocumented as a co-occurrence phenomenon while comparable

ecosystems have at least partial documentation infrastructure. The absence of measurement is

itself a structural finding.

Interpretations (Bounded)

Infrastructure vacuum: commercial validator categories are

structurally underdeveloped in the SA ecosystem — venue scarcity,

major-label concentration, high data costs, limited booking

infrastructure — producing non-co-occurrence by structural default

rather than by deliberate exclusion. Consistent with EMX and RSFAM

structural data.

Validator syntax violation: entities accumulate validators in a

sequence (peer/institutional before commercial) that violates the

domain syntax of commercial infrastructure, which in SA markets may

require commercial validator prerequisites not captured in

institutional validation. Consistent with the crow syntax analogy:

correct signals, prohibited sequence.

Documentation suppression: the absence is partly real and partly an

artifact of a system that does not measure its own conversion rates.

The CCI Masterplan's explicit acknowledgment of data framework

weakness makes this a bounded, evidence-supported interpretation

rather than a methodological excuse.

Theoretical grounding: Directly operationalizes Bourdieu (1993) field position as defined by

absent  validators  —  an  entity's  location  in  the  cultural  field  is  constituted  by  which

validator categories never arrive. The RSFAM revenue data (38% grants, 14% brand) provides

quantitative grounding for Bourdieu's distinction between cultural capital accumulation and

economic  capital  conversion.  Forere  (2023)  provides  South  Africa-specific  legal-structural

grounding for income erosion despite recognition. The dtic CCI Masterplan provides policy-level

confirmation that the system lacks the coordination infrastructure required for conversion.

Limitations:  NAC  outcomes  use  project  names  rather  than  standardized  artist  IDs  —  entity

resolution across stage names and collectives is non-trivial and must be explicitly modeled

with  transparent  codebooks.  Music  In  Africa  and  SAMPRA  directories  are  self-submitted  or

editorially uneven — absence from the directory is ambiguous (true absence vs coverage gap),

requiring  the  case  study  to  model  directory  incompleteness  as  a  confound.  Wikidata  and

MusicBrainz coverage of South African artists is systematically uneven; missing entries create

artificial non-co-occurrence unless explicitly modeled as coverage gaps. The comparative claim
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('more pronounced than comparable ecosystems') remains undocumented as a directly computed

comparative rate — the structural ingredients are well described but a same-definition, same-

window comparison across SA, UK, and West Africa does not yet exist in published literature.
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7. ANALYTICAL PROPERTIES

7.1 Advantages

Early detection of structural shifts. Absence signals often appear before explicit crises,

providing analytical lead time. Declining community meeting attendance, disappearing

validator engagement, and topical avoidance in official communications frequently precede

explicit legitimacy challenges by months.

Resistance to manipulation. Explicit signals can be fabricated; consistent, multi-domain

absence patterns are harder to construct deliberately because they emerge from structural

dynamics rather than individual decisions.

Access to hidden dynamics. Absence analysis reveals power relations, structural exclusions,

and positioning constraints that presence-based methods cannot observe — specifically, the

architecture of what cannot appear within a given system.

Complementarity with existing methods. Absence Protocol does not replace sentiment

analysis, network analysis, or conventional polling. It accesses the layer of analytical

data that these methods structurally cannot reach.

7.2 Limitations

Absence analysis must be applied with methodological care. Core limitations include:

False positives from incomplete datasets: apparent absences may

reflect data collection gaps rather than structural prohibition.

Temporal persistence and multiple-case testing are required

mitigations.

Cold start problem: baseline construction requires sufficient prior

interaction data. Absence detection before 10-20 turns (AI) or 12-18

months (cultural intelligence) produces unreliable results.

Cultural variation in communication norms: what constitutes 'expected'

presence varies across cultural contexts. Western communication

assumptions built into baselines will generate false absence signals

in contexts with different norms.

Contextual ambiguity: silence can indicate multiple states

simultaneously (cognitive overload, strategic avoidance, resource

constraint, privacy boundary). Interpretation requires contextual

grounding; absence alone is insufficient for causal attribution.

Relational absence detection difficulty: controlled testing showed

relational absence as the weakest detection category (50-60%

accuracy), reflecting the difficulty of distinguishing structural
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prohibition from random non-occurrence without large reference case

sets.
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8. CONCLUSION

Most analytical systems are designed to interpret what exists. Absence Protocol proposes that

analysts must also interpret what does not exist but should.

Silence, omission, and absence are not failures of data. They are data. Specifically, they are

the layer of data that reveals structural dynamics, power relations, legitimacy constraints,

and positioning architecture that explicit signals are designed — sometimes deliberately — to

conceal.

The  framework  proposed  here  integrates  insights  from  information  theory,  structural

linguistics, pragmatics, cultural sociology, and biological communication research to establish

absence as a first-class analytical primitive. The five-category taxonomy (temporal, topical,

affective, structural, relational) provides operational grounding. The three-stage methodology

(baseline construction, absence detection, interpretation) provides procedural grounding. The

falsification protocols and rival hypothesis framework provide epistemological grounding.

The  core  theoretical  claim  can  be  stated  simply:  cultural  positioning  failures,  political

legitimacy erosions, and AI interaction failures may result not from insufficient presence —

volume, reach, sentiment, engagement — but from structural violations: signals arranged in

configurations  that  domain  syntax  prohibits.  Like  crow  calls  in  illegal  order,  culturally

correct signals in structurally prohibited sequences fail to generate meaning.

Presence reveals what is visible. Absence reveals what matters.
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Appendix A EMPIRICAL VALIDATION SUMMARY

The following results are derived from controlled testing of Absence Protocol Tier 1 (prompt-

only implementation) on GPT-4, conducted December 2025.

---------------------- ------------------------ ----------------------- Absence Type Controlled

Accuracy Natural Conversation

Structural 90-95% 9/10

Topical 90% 9/10

Affective 70-75% 7/10

Relational 50-60% 5/10

Compound 90% 9/10

Overall  95%  (19/20  scenarios)  78%  ----------------------  ------------------------

-----------------------

Primary weakness: relational boundary persistence. First boundary assertion was violated before

being respected in initial tests, requiring explicit protocol strengthening. This failure mode

has implications for political intelligence applications where stakeholder boundaries (what

topics  community  validators  will  and  will  not  engage  with  publicly)  need  to  be  mapped

accurately.

Key finding: absence detection accuracy degrades in order from structural to relational. The

most  formally  structured  absences  (structural  compression,  topic  drops)  are  detected  most

reliably.  Relational  absence  —  the  most  strategically  significant  category  for  cultural

positioning and political intelligence — remains the primary methodological development target.
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Appendix C FRAMEWORK DIAGRAMS

The following figures provide visual representations of the Absence Protocol framework for

publication.  Each  diagram  is  suitable  for  integration  into  both  the  Broken  Pattern  site

(adapted to Imperial Violet / minimalist aesthetic) and academic journal submissions.

Figure 1. Presence–Absence Signal Model

----------------------------------------------------------------------- COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Figure  1.  Presence–Absence  Signal  Model.  Conventional  analytical  systems  interpret  meaning

primarily from positive signals. The Absence Protocol expands this framework by incorporating

negative-space signals into analytical interpretation. Meaning emerges from the interaction

between both signal types.

Figure 2. Absence Protocol Taxonomy

----------------------------------------------------------------------- ABSENCE PROTOCOL — FIVE

SIGNAL TYPES

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

+:--------------------------------:+:---------------------------------:+

| POSITIVE SIGNALS                 | NEGATIVE SIGNALS                  |

|                                  |                                   |

| (Presence)                       | (Absence)                         |

|                                  |                                   |

| Statements • Messages            | Silence • Delays                  |

|                                  |                                   |

| Actions • Votes                  | Topic drops • Missing actors      |

|                                  |                                   |

| Emotional expression             | Emotional withdrawal              |

|                                  |                                   |

| Public claims                    | Validation gaps                   |

+----------------------------------+-----------------------------------+

+:---------------------------------------------------------------------:+

| INTERPRETATION                                                        |

|                                                                       |

| Meaning = Presence + Absence                                          |

+-----------------------------------------------------------------------+

+:-----------:+:-----------:+:-------------:+:-----------:+:-------------:+

| TEMPORAL    | TOPICAL     | AFFECTIVE     | STRUCTURAL  | RELATIONAL    |

+-------------+-------------+---------------+-------------+---------------+

| Delay       | Topic drop  | Emotional     | Shortened   | Missing       |

|             |             | flattening    | messages    | actors        |

| Silence     | Question    |               |             |               |

|             | dodge       | Humor loss    | No          | Missing       |

| Rhythm      |             |               | questions   | validators    |

| break       | Topic pivot | Warmth        |             |               |

|             |             | withdrawal    | Feedback    | Absent        |

| Response    | Detail      |               | loss        | audiences     |

| gaps        | omission    | Vulnerability |             |               |

|             |             | close         | Detail      | Participation |

B R O K E N  P A T T E R N  ·

W O R K I N G  P A P E R 29 BP-RP-2026-001



Figure 2. Absence Protocol taxonomy. The five absence categories each represent a distinct form

of  negative-space  signal.  Together  they  provide  a  structured  method  for  detecting  and

interpreting absence patterns across datasets and interactions.

Figure 3. Absence Detection Workflow

▼

▼

▼

▼

|             |             |               | collapse    | gaps          |

+-------------+-------------+---------------+-------------+---------------+

+:-----------------------------------------:+

| DATA COLLECTION                           |

|                                           |

| Text, behavior, participation records,    |

| validator networks                        |

+-------------------------------------------+

+:-----------------------------------------:+

| BASELINE CONSTRUCTION                     |

|                                           |

| Expected patterns defined: timing,        |

| actors, topics, co-occurrence norms       |

+-------------------------------------------+

+:-----------------------------------------:+

| ABSENCE DETECTION                         |

|                                           |

| Identify deviations from expected signal  |

| patterns across five categories           |

+-------------------------------------------+

+:-----------------------------------------:+

| INTERPRETATION                            |

|                                           |

| Structural constraints • Avoidance        |

| signals • Power asymmetries • Rival       |

| hypotheses tested                         |

+-------------------------------------------+

+:-----------------------------------------:+

| ANALYTICAL OUTPUT                         |

|                                           |

| System insight • Strategic implications • |

| Early-warning signals                     |

+-------------------------------------------+
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Figure 3. Absence detection workflow. Analysis begins with baseline construction to identify

expected patterns, proceeds through deviation detection across five absence categories, and

produces analytical output integrating both presence and absence signals.

Figure 4. Negative-Space Analytical Model

----------------------------------------------------------------------- COMMUNICATION SYSTEM —

Observed Signals

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

▼

▼

Figure 4. Negative-space analytical model. Absence Protocol integrates presence analysis and

absence analysis into a unified interpretive framework capable of revealing hidden structural

dynamics within communication systems.

+:--------------------------------:+:---------------------------------:+

| PRESENCE ANALYSIS                | ABSENCE ANALYSIS                  |

|                                  |                                   |

| what appears                     | what is missing                   |

+----------------------------------+-----------------------------------+

+:---------------------------------------------------------------------:+

| SYNTHETIC ANALYSIS                                                    |

|                                                                       |

| Structural dynamics revealed                                          |

+-----------------------------------------------------------------------+
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Appendix D REPRODUCIBLE DATA SOURCES

The  following  table  catalogs  public  datasets  suitable  for  Absence  Protocol  case  study

replication. All sources have documented access methods and stable identifiers.

----------------------  ------------------------  ------------------------------  Domain  Source

Access / License

Parliamentary SA Hansard Informational/non-commercial (parliament.gov.za) use

Parliamentary PMG API (OpenUpSA) Read-only API, documented

Parliamentary ParlaMint (CLARIN ERIC) CLARIN license, cross-national

Social media Pushshift Reddit corpus Academic Torrents, stable IDs

Social media YouTube commentThreads Google API ToS, deterministic API

AI interaction LMSYS-Chat-1M HuggingFace, no redistribution

AI interaction Chatbot Arena (33K LMSYS blog release convos)

AI interaction ShareChat (142K convos) arXiv:2512.17843

Civic attendance LocalView (139K videos) Scientific Data, 2023

Civic attendance openAFRICA Councillor License unspecified — scope Attendance carefully

Cultural field NAC SA Funding Results Public institutional record

Cultural field Wikidata CC0 — unrestricted reuse

Cultural field MusicBrainz CC0 core data

Cultural field GDELT Project Open, time-indexed

A R C H I V A L I N T E R N E T  A R C H I V E  W A Y B A C K  D O C U M E N T E D  A P I ,  S T A B L E

CDX API
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